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I. General,
Ae TVenther Conditions.

Following is & table of weather duta as reported by the
County ‘gent's office in Chotemu, Montena, Sinee no inspeetion
trips were nade to these arees during thia report period no
firet - hand scocound of conditions oun be reporied.

:  Snow recipi 1 Mex. 1 M ol
;m-ry 155" .%5 58 % -
February 4.5 1,70 70 0
Mareh 11l.,0" «65 ol s B
April unavailable
Total 28" 2.84 extrxmes 70 gl

B, Vater Conditions:

Following are tables showing the comparitive guage
readings fo this report peried during the pest five years,

EISHRUN
End of: 1954 1 1982 1952 1980
Tanunry  A560.2 6%.1 4565.4  4361.9  4362,0

Tebruayy  4363.1 43809 436042 4361.8 2261.8
Muareh 4363,0 450047 456040 436148 4361.7
spril unaveileble 4362.6 456542 4361.8 4386.1

Crest of Spillwey 45740 Bottom of Outlet 4342,0
ofs 10854 2558 1652 1982 1950
;E"'"mq d157.1  4158.7 415.4 4195,4  4106.9

Februsry 4187.8 41328 413640 4105549 £108,7
Hareh 4158,2 4134.0 413%.1 4107.8 4110,9
1@1’11 wmaveilsble £4139.1 4138,1 41858.3 43.15.9

Urest of Upillway 4148 ~ Dottom of Cutlet 4085



Since ne guage stotions are meinteined st Benton Lake
only sketch resune of wanter conditions can be given in this report,
Mr. Schwerts, Superiniendsat of the Netiomal Pison Range, mede
the oaly inspection trip during the period., Yollowin: is his
diseription of existing ecnditions ua they appesred to him early
in ipril, vater, which was very high during the pust year, has
receodod until 1t i sprreximetely helf gone, The water level
is etill sufficiently high, however, to supply & good resting-—
recring ares for w terfowl., No Spring runof? has cecurred to
ruise the water level, and tlut water in the lake is what wes
lef't over fronm the pust yeay,

Food end eover conditions, while not idezl, are thought
to be sufficlently geod for any wetorfowl nscting on the sres,
The forsge surrounding the water cres is dry and not too palatadble
for stock.

When the Spring runoff is over it is hoped the water lovel
will once more be at a mexi-pu ard forege conditions will de
grently improved.

Since no other pertinent informetion is availeoble =g %o
woeterfowl numbers or other wildlfie dsta the foregoing report
will have to suffice for this period. ‘uring next period, when
travel money is apain avelleble, more information oen be ob ained
and reported,
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0ld Cenal on FKastern portion of refuge
filled with water,

Benton Leke looking vest from Bootlegger
trail showing extent of water area,



Looking Wert acrese Psnton Lake,




